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CHRISTMAS 
 

óChristmas just ainôt Christmas without the one you loveô is a popular 

song I remember hearing in my youth.  As I thought about our 

Christmas celebration, my mind reflected on that song title.  In, out, 

over and through these words are a true and present reality. The 

reality of how we long to celebrate our seasons with the ones we 

love. The reality of how we cherish the memory of the family 

traditions with those we love.  The reality of how we have placed in 

lock step time frame every yearly event, statements, songs, etc. that 

we hold so close in our hearts with those we love.  

 

Also the present and true reality is that on account of lifeôs 

transitions, Christmas because of relocation, separation of family, 

death and other factors, we are not now able to have our Christmas 

celebration with all the people we love.  For those same reasons we 

are not in the places where we have so many precious memories. 

 

So upon further reflection, letôs say Christmas is Christmas because 

of the One who loves.  Not past tense, not really present tense, yet 

all tenses because Christ loved then, loves now, and will love us 

always. When I focus on Christmas and the One who loves, it cuts 

through all the holiday hoopla.  It takes away the óamountô factor.  Itôs 

not the amount of how much celebrations cost (gifts, parties, outings, 

etc); itôs about the generation of love that brought on the giving. 

 

Because of the One who loves, I can reflect gladly on those who 

have passed on with a greater sense of connectiveness.   Christmas 

ties in so profoundly the joy of stories which keep stirring our hearts, 

even as adults.  Like for me growing up in a one stove home and 

seeing how red the stovepipe would get, how can Santa get through 

all that heat?  What side of the house did the reindeer and sleigh 

park?  The Santa stories were placed front and center with 

Christmas day going to church.  The stories at home became our 

part of the larger story of His love. (continued on page 2) 

 
 

 

December 2009                 Village United Methodist Church         200 Carmona Drive, HSV, 71909 

 

 
1 

 From Our Pastor   

2 

Laity Ministry 

3 

Thank You  

Pastor Norman 

4 

ADVENT SERIES 
NATIVITY 

5 

Holiday Dinner 

Dinner for 8 

Missions 

6 

UMW 

7                                     
Letters                                

8                        
Health Care Ctrs   

Memorials     
Radio Ministry   

9 

Flowers                 
10  

Birthdays                                    
Preaching Schd 

Address Chgs  

E-mail/Website      
11            

Finances              
12 

Adm Notes 

15 

Calendar 

  

 

Rev. C.E. McAdoo 



 2 

(Continued from page 1)  Matthew 1:18-25; ñNow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place 

in this way.  When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 

together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, 

being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, ñJoseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 

son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.ò  All 

this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ñLook, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,ò which 

means, ñGod is with us.ò  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife.ò No matter how old we get, no matter how 

much the world tries to refocus us to other priorities, the stories of Christôs birth in Matthew and 

Luke still have center-stage billing in my personal life and the life of the churches God has 

blessed me to serve.  Luke 2:6-11; ñWhile they were there, the time came to deliver her 

child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  In that region 

there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night.  Then 

an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ñDo not be afraid; for see ï I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people; to you is born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.ò  Christôs love comes out in the liturgy, 

prayers, songs, and all we do, so that each of us can find our place for Christmas. 

 

I do not know where your place is but itôs something about, ñJoy To The World, The Lord Has 

Comeò.  A quick theological notation; Jesus was the earthly presentation in name embodiment 

for God.  In His moments of divine presentation Christ healed, taught, adjusted nature so as to 

show us the divine presentation.  Now this song of the ages presents the Lordship of God for 

our lives.  The song writer, maybe knowing or not, moved an earthly name to holy 

appreciation, took the identification of the Christ as a historical reality, and now gives to us the 

blessed assurance that for the whole world, not for one family, one group of gathered people, 

but for the whole world, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior who loves us is óComeô.  Praise the 

Lord, and may God rest you merry, in this season of celebration. 

C.E. 

 

DREAM TEAM - A vital Lay Ministry is being birthed at Village UMC.  Through this 
ministry, we will be able to help build connections with those that desire to come to 
church but are no longer able to.  We ask that you lift up this new ministry in your daily 
prayers.  Pray for God's guidance and direction as we build the foundation for this 
important ministry at Village UMC. 
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             WORDS OF THANKS TO REVEREND NORMAN CARTER 
 

Thanks, thanks and into infinity thanks to you, Reverend Norman Carter, 

from your colleague in ministry.  In June of 2006 we re-acquainted ourselves 

once again. (While I was a District Superintendent, Norman served one of the 

churches in the district.)  I shall never forget going to your office and before I 

could open my mouth, you said if I recall ñIf you donôt want to work with me 

that will be okayò or something to that nature.  Time has passed and 

memories do fade, but you wanted me to know that I was, yes the Senior Pastor and the 

selection of Associate was my call.  I thank you for such a noble attitude. 

 

Then I chose to work with Linda, and Norman was again okay with the Senior Pastor making 

the selection.  In all the choosing for him, Linda and I was an underlying sense of partnership.  

From the day we started working here at Village United Methodist Church in ministry together 

until the present time, Norman and I have always had the ómeeting of the mindsô on many 

issues here at VUMC.  In those times and situations we, many times, most times, and yes only 

some times say things from the same perspectives.  I thank you for that kind of foresight. 

 

I thank you for being the watcher of the faith.  Thatôs not in any kind of peg-hole placing.  The 

watching you did for the church and for me was to always keep open the door to Christ and His 

love no matter if it looked wide to us or if it was just a speck to look through.  It takes God 

courage to, at all times and all situations, keep Christ and His work in and through us first, but 

you did it and I know you will not quit.  I thank you for that. 

 

Lastly, now who can take your place in worship?  You are a living legend of what Marvin Gaye 

would say, ñLetôs get it onò.  ñLetôs get these announcements out of the way to worship.ò  Letôs 

respond to each other, relate and remain ready all in two and one-half minutes so we can 

worship.  Letôs give priority to the one thing that enhances and expands worship.  Letôs 

remember why we are here, and who we came to worship.  You were great at setting the 

mark.  As much as no one would have believed it, you, for me, have the spirit to always 

decrease so that worship to and for God, through Jesus Christ could increase.  I thank you for 

that.  All in all I thank you for being my friend. 

 

C.E. 

Rev. Norman Carter 
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Fellowship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again, the Fellowship Committee has 
put together a holiday dinner. The VUMC 
church-wide holiday dinner is scheduled: 
 

        December 6th  at 12 p.m. 
 
Mark this date on your calendar now. 
Please bring your hot dishes to church with 
you and the Fellowship Committee can 
keep them warm until lunch. This is a very 
popular event, and we hope that everyone 
will attend. Please watch your bulletin for 
further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DINNER FOR EIGHT - We will be 

preparing the new round of lists for the 
winter quarter -- January through April --  
Dinner For Eight.  Well actually it's 
sometimes 5, 7 or whatever number works, 
and it can be brunch, lunch or dinner, but 
you get the idea - we talk and eat.   This is 
a casual get-to-gether at participants 
homes sharing hosting duties, singles and 
couples are welcome to add their names to 
the list.  Contact Sharon Fickes by email 
sfickes@sbcglobal.net or call 501-922-5753 
for more information or just send in your 
name and sign up! 
 
 

News from the Mission Committee 
 
The Mission Committee wishes to thank all 
of you who participated in the Fall Food 
Drive for Jackson House.  They were so 
thankful for the food donations especially 
during this time of the year.  This church is 
so good to lend a helping hand. 
 

It is the time of year that the 
Mission Committee makes its 
annual collection of the LOVE 
OFFERING to help those less 
fortunate than many of us 
living in the Village.  This 
offering goes to meet crisis 
situations that occur during 

the coming year, as well as help us to 
supply the Christmas baskets for those in 
our immediate area, who are in real need 
and would otherwise not be able to really 
celebrate these special holidays. 
 
We invite you to use the attached envelope 
for your LOVE OFFERING.  We hope that 
we can meet all the crisis requests that we 
receive without having to ask for any other 
special offerings.  The included envelope 
will also be available in the church pews for 
your use if needed.  Your continued 
contributions would be appreciated. 
 
We are sponsoring five families again this 
year.  There are a total of 9 children.  If you 
would like to adopt one or more of the 
children of the families we will be providing 
food for, the cards and sign up sheet is in 
Steel Hall.  The wrapped gifts should be 
brought to the Explorers class room 
(downstairs ï Activity Room) by Sunday, 
December 13.  The committee will deliver 
the gifts when they deliver the food baskets. 
 
God bless each & every one of you for your 
support. ï The Mission Committee 
 
 
 
 

VUMC Holiday Dinner  

mailto:sfickes@sbcglobal.net
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United Methodist Women 
 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM AND LUNCHEON 

 
All women of our church and community 
are invited to come out to start your 
Christmas season with UMW.  We are 
celebrating with joy the birth of Christ.   The 
annual meeting and celebration will be on 

   Monday, Dec. 14th  @ 10:30 AM  
 
Gather in the Narthex, enter the sanctuary 
for the short business meeting and 
installation to be followed by the collection 
of the Thank You Offering and then the 
program.  The Christmas Program will 
involve all the circles.    Following the 
program, we will move to Steel Hall for the 
Christmas Luncheon hosted by the Hope 
and Martha Circles. 
  
If you are not in a circle, reservations for the 
luncheon should be in to Gwen Davis @ 
922-4554,  by December 6, if possible. 
Circles turn in their counts by Dec. 2.   The 
$6.00 for the luncheon will be collected at 
the door.  
  
  
The officers to be elected and installed are 
President: Chris Swindle, Vice-president: 
Gwen Davis, Treasurer:  Marilyn Lihs, 
Secretary: Lynne Harkleroad, Nominations: 
Audrey Powell, Program Resources: Betty 
Egan, Spiritual Growth: Rosetta DuBose, 
Mission Education and Interpretation: 
Dianna Reeves, Membership, Nurture and 
Outreach: Ginny Misch.  The position for 
Social Action is open.  The circles remain 
basically the same with minor changes. 
 

 Circle Meetings in December: 
Naomi Circle will meet on December 9, at 
7:00 P.M., at the home of Betty Egan.  The 
program will be presented by Audrey 
Powell, who will get us in the Christmas 
spirit by leading the singing of Christmas 
carols. 
 

Rebekah Circle will meet at 7PM on 
Wednesday, December 9 at the home of 
Chris Swindle. We will be studying Chapter 
#4 "Vision" from Bill Hybel's book Who You 
Are When No One's Looking.   
  
REMINDER:    UMW  COOKIE AND 
CANDY SALE 
Homemade cookies and candy will be for 
sale in Steel Hall on Sunday, December 13.  
Come before first service, between services 
and after 2nd service to get your 
homemade Christmas cookies and 
candies.  For $4.00 dollars a pound, you 
pick out what you want.  First, however, put 
on the provided gloves and pick up a 
container in which to put your goodies. 
Once you have selected your favorites, 
proceed to have the container weighed and 
to pay for your selections. 
 

Donations of homemade cookies and 
candies will be appreciated and can be 
dropped off at the church on Saturday, 
December 12, from 9 AM until Noon that 
day.  Sugar free items are greatly needed!  
Just drive up through the portico in front of 
the church and helpers will be there to 
collect your delicious contributions. Please 
bring all cookies and candy contributions in 
disposable containers ï paper plates are 
preferred.  See you then.  Thank you in 
advance for baking and buying! 

 

Thank You Letters 
 
Dear VUMC, 

As Frank Banningôs family we wish to thank 
you for your kindness and sympathy at a 
time when it was deeply appreciated.  The 
prayer shawl you made and gave to my 
father is much appreciated and treasured.  
Thank you for your prayers,  

Sincerely, 

The Banning Family 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from pg. 6) 

 

Dear VUMC friends, 

Ray & I are deeply grateful for the messages, 
services and prayers we received from so many 
of you since Rayôs accident on Sept. 28.  On 
Wednesday, Oct. 21 like a miracle Ray made a 
dramatic recovery and for the first time since 
Sept. 28 I knew he would recover.  I know it 
was all our prayers that did it.  He still has 
months before we have full recovery, but weôre 
over the worst and living with very grateful 
spirits. 

Carole Sjolander 

 

 
We wish to thank our friends at Village United 
Methodist Church for their prayers, phone calls, 
cards and visits after Bruce's surgery.  A special 
thank you to C.E., Norman, Tom & Jeannette, 
Tom & Karen, and Carol & Peter for their 
hospital visits.  Village UMC is truly a caring 
church community. 
  
Bruce and Betty Weetman 

 
 
Dear Rev. McAdoo, 
 
My name is Rachel and I am a senior 
psychology major at Hendrix.  As a UMYF 
scholar Iôve been able to meet a lot of other 
United Methodist students and develop my 
leadership skills.  The program has helped 
support me as I pursue ordination.  I want to 
thank you and you church for all your support of 
the college and the scholars program.  Please 
share my appreciation with your congregation. 
 
Blessings, 
Rachel Kincannon 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Your apportionment giving at work, through 

Godôs next generation of leaders. 

 

Berks Family Joins Village UMC 

It was a joyous Sunday as the Berks family 
joined Village UMC.  They found Hot Springs Village 
via the latest technology ï on the internet.  Coming 
from Owatonna, Minnesota each family member 
independently did an eighty-one question survey to 
determine their favorite ñspotò to live in a warmer 
climate.  Hot Springs Village came up in the top 5 
choices for each one. 

In search also of a church ñhomeò that is 
exactly what they found when they attended our 
Time of Renewal services at the invitation of 
member Lou Ludwig.  The Berks found our 
congregation to be friendly and welcoming, the 
music in our worship services fantastic, and the 
sermons interesting.  They find our church to be the 
right size to be their church family. 

Jonathan Berks is a retired computer 
programmer from a manufacturing background.  He 
likes to fish, swim (when it is hot), and play the 
drums.  He encourages his children to study hard 
now to make life easier later.  John recently helped 
out with the Youth Golf program.  He has joined our 
church choirs along with daughter, Madelyn. 

Madelyn Berks is 11 years old and in the 6th 
grade.  She loves to cook and sing and plays the 
trumpet in the band.  Big brother Martin is 13 and in 
the 8th grade.  He also plays trumpet in the band and 
enjoys video games.  At the age of 3 he built a 
model of a computer.  Martin attended band camp 
this past summer.  Youngest sibling Megan is 9 and 
in the 4th grade.  She likes to listen to music and 
sing.  She is an outdoor person and enjoys jumping 
rope, soccer, and basketball.  Reading is one of her 
favorite things to do.  Dad says that she is the quiet 
one in the family.  All of the Berks children attend 
school at Jessieville. 

Currently Mom, Becki Berks, is a Nursing 
Assistant at Fountain Lake Nursing Home.  She was 
manager of a durable medical equipment business 
and also scheduled surgeries for the Mayo Clinic 
prior to moving to Arkansas.  When she has some 
spare time she likes to do oil painting. 
 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Madelyn, Becki, Jonathan, Megan, and  Martin  
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Butch Johnson 
Agnes Schrader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on  KVRE 92.9 FM  
on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Dec.  6 Opal Penton 

             In loving memory of loved ones in 

             heaven 

Dec. 13 Katheline Black 

    In loving memory of my son ,Richard,   

             daughter-in-law, Monette and grandson,    

             Nicholas 

 

Dec  20  ___________________ 

 

Dec. 27 ____________________ 

 

Jan 3    _____________________ 

 

Jan 10 _____________________ 

 

Jan 17 _____________________ 

 

Jan 24 _____________________ 

 

Jan 31 _____________________ 

 

 

Lots of opportunities for this ministry.  Call the Church 

Office to register for a week. 

 

 

Health Care Centers 
 
Arbor Oaks - Ewald Kasper 
 
Crowntrace Villa -  Allene Wells 
 
Fountain Lake Health Rehab 
Jo Ludwig 
 
Garland Nursing & Rehab Ctr. 
Betty Ruby 
Deanna Taylor 
 
Good Samaritan Health Care 
Center  
Harriet Bishop 
Bernice Ferguson 
Jim Grinnell 
Kandi Johnson 
Dorothy Kibler 
Fred Leeson 
Jack Underwood 
Barbara Wenger 

 
Good Samaritan Greenwood 
Manor 
Amanda Gilliland 
Bill Suderman 
 
Montgomery County Nursing 
Home  
Sara Eskew 
 
Quapaw Care and Rehab 
Center 
Homer Isenhower 
 
The Pines Nursing and Rehab 
Patricia Green 
 
West Shores  Retirement 
Community 
Ruth Clark 
Pat Coffey 
Ileta Grinnell 
Alberta Bennison (Meier) 
Harriet Van Ornum 
 
 
 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=6845



