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Rev. C.E. McAdoo 

Happy New Year, God bless you.  Thank God for 2010, and all 
other New Years greetings.  Let me cut through the chase on our 
new pastoral team.  I pray, you are aware that the SPR Committee 
has affirmed and the Bishop has assigned Rev. Wanda Murray as 
Associate Pastor and Rev. Tom Jarrell as Pastor of Visitation (see 
page 3 for more information) here at Village United Methodist 
Church.  I look forward to being in ministry with both of them.  
Continue to pray for our pastoral team. 
 

 My heading is because of how I processed this monthôs article 
writing. After my prayer I said I would blindly go to my bookshelf and 
put my hand on that book and let that book help us get 2010 started.  
The book I landed on was ñThe Lies We Believeò by Dr. Chris 
Thurman, Psychologist.  I had used this book for a past preaching 
series.  I started to start over again, but that was not right. 
 

 In 2010, I do believe the author has something to offer for all of 
us.  Some of the lies he lifted up are: ñI must have everybodyôs love 
and approval.ò ñMy unhappiness is somebody elseôs fault.ò  ñI am only 
as good as what I do.ò  ñLife should be fair.ò  ñIf marriage takes such 
hard work, we must not be right for each other.ò  ñDepression, anger, 
and anxiety are signs of a weak faith in God.ò  He post scripts this by 
saying; ñLearn to replace these lies with the truth and discover the 
happiness youôve been seeking.ò In a recent sermon, it was 
expounded to high heaven that to know Jesus in relationship of life 
and witness is to know the truth.  He touches on lies; SELF-LIES ï I 
must be perfect.  Only Jesus was perfect so let us look to Him and be 
the best we can be.  WORLD LIES ï You can have it all.  Nobody 
has it all.  In 2010, our all should be as the songwriter wrote ñall to 
Jesus I surrender.ò  MARITAL LIES ï I shouldnôt have to change!  
Yes, we should.  Change is part of faith.  Change is part of spiritual 
growth.  Just as with two people, we in the church must appreciate 
change.  DISTORTION LIES ï Donôt confuse me with facts.  In thirty 
years of ministry, and more I hope and pray, facts are not what is the 
driving force in our churches.  It is many times óI want it my wayô.  
That is not always said so bluntly, but it does come out in the long 
run.  God, I pray, is calling us to always balance the ófactsô toward 
Jesus, not being so weighty, óI am always right, you are always 
wrong.ô  (continued on pg. 2)  
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(Continued from pg. 1) RELIGIOUS LIES ï Godôs love must be earned.  Paulôs relationship 
with Jesus is my best view of the lies.  Paul has a little of all of us in him so I do believe we all 
relate in 2010 and since the day we were born.  The whole concept of earning in Christendom 
is summed up in grace.  Godôs grace, which is not cheap grace but faithful grace.  Hear these 
words from Ephesians 2:8; II Timothy 1:9; and Romans 5:8; ñFor by grace have you been 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 
should boast.ò  He wrote Timothy that God called us to a holy lifeðnot because of anything we 
have done but because of ñHis own purpose and graceò.  And if we think God turns his back on 
us when we sin, we only have to look at Paulôs words to the Romans about Godôs love; ñGod 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.ò 
 

The bottom line of processing stuff is that when we put God through Jesus Christ first in what 

we process, we can find a way through us and others where God gets the glory.  Happy New 

Year. 

 

C.E. 

 

Reverend Norman Carter Announces Retirement 

Sunday, December 20, 2009 was the last time for Reverend Norman 
Carter to ñofficiallyò preach a sermon at Village United Methodist 
Church.  When asked what he will do upon his retirement, Reverend 
Carter said, ñtravel, play more golf, do yard work (he actually enjoys 
this), visit family (translate ï mooch off of relatives), and just enjoy life 
along with his wife Novellaò.  There was also a comment, which is 
best left to our imagination, about his friendly ñrivalò, Reverend 
George Tanner.  Carterôs sense of humor always comes out. 

ñFruits, Not Rootsò was the working title of Reverend Norman Carterôs sermon for the 
day.  Carter says, ñIt is not so important where we come from, but what we make of ourselves.  
Ancestry is not as important as what we becomeò.  Carterôs sermons are always dynamic, 
concise, and engaging.  He has been known to change his sermon title several times before 
he actually preaches, sometimes even as he steps up to the pulpit to deliver it. 

Reverend Norman Carter grew up in Blossom, Texas and is a graduate of East Texas 
State University with a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master of Theology from the Perkins 
School of Theology at SMU. 

When asked about serving with Reverend Carter, Senior Pastor C. E. McAdoo 
remarked that he knew he was an early riser and described him as specializing as a task 
demon meaning he likes to get busy and get the job done. 

Reverend Carter has found delivering a sermon a fairly easy task.  He once said that he 
has more trouble trying to make announcements and completing other parts of the church 
service and would rather preach a sermon.  Some of his ñannouncementsò often become 
intriguing bloopers. 

Speaking to his humanity, congregation member Mary Lea Butler said, ñWhat are we 
going to do now for the human touch?ò 

A reception to honor Reverend Carter was held between services in Steel Hall.  
Everyone in the community was invited to attend.   
  

Reverend Norman and Novella 

Carter at a  recent church  event. 
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Rev. Thomas R. Jarrell 
   
Most of us know, Rev. Jarrell and his wife, Jeanette.  They have four 
children and, twelve grandchildren.  He served in WWII and Korean 
War.  A graduate from Garrett Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL, 
1961 Magna cum Laude MA , Scarritt College, Nashville, TN, 1965 
Magna cum Laude MA and Post Graduate studies through seminars, 
etc. at various universities.  
 
He trained in Advanced Cost Accounting at Business College. Beyond 

that, training is in areas of philosophy, psychology, sociology, theology, 
Bible, administration, office procedure, communication skills, 

ecumenicity.  He worked for several years as a cost accountant in a public utility. He has 
served churches of all sizes, both rural and urban.    His most recent position was at  New 
Salem United Methodist Church in Hot Springs, AR.  He also served as Chaplain for the VA 
Hospital and the Holland America Cruise Line.   
 

Ginnie Underwood (seated) examines a 
special ladle she was awarded as a 
symbol of her faithful and dedicated 
service as Church Hostess for many 
years at Village United Methodist Church.  
Behind her and helping her celebrate at a 
reception in her honor are Senior Pastor, 
C. E. McAdoo; Bob Smith, Chair of the 
Pastor Parish Relations Committee; Lynn 
Sackett; Tom Sackett; Ruth McCue; and 
Mildred Buesing. 

 

Underwood to Retire As Church 
Hostess 
 
        Village United Methodist Church held a 

reception on Sunday, December 6, 2009 in 
honor of Ginnie Underwood, who will be 
retiring as Church Hostess the end of the 
month.  Ginnie has cooked hundreds of 
meals and arranged many receptions for 
weddings, funerals, and other special events 
during her many years of service to the 
church.  She also made sure there were 
plenty of cookies and lots of coffee available 
for the Social Hour between worship 
services on Sunday mornings. 

As a symbol of her faithful and 
dedicated long-time service, Ginnie was 
awarded a special ladle by Senior Pastor C. 
E. McAdoo on behalf of the congregation.  
Bob Smith, Pastor Parrish Relations Chair 
had many complimentary comments to make 
on her behalf. 

Underwood will continue to cook for 
the Community Youth Group (upon their 
request) that meets at the church every third 
month throughout the year and also for a 
Hand and Foot group that she helped start. 

  
 

Announcing New Staff at VUMC 

Rev. Thomas Jarrell  
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Wanda Murray  

Introducing Wanda Murray our new Associate Pastor.  

 

We welcome Wanda whose family includes many pastors.  Her spouse Rev. 
Dr. Richard D. Leach. He was a  Professor at Lakeland College, 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin for 31 years and  pastor of United Methodist 

Churches in Colorado, South Dakota and  Wisconsin.  Her parents,. Forrest 

and Evelyn Murray (both deceased), pastored in Assembly of God churches 

for 50 years.  Her sibling, Rev. C. Lenn Murray, pastor of a United Methodist 

Church in Allen, Oklahoma (serving in retired capacity).       

   
 

After High School in Hood River, Oregon she went on to a BS and MEd  from the University of 

Minnesota, Duluth, Minnesota.  She attended Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary; MDiv, 

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI; MSW (Marriage and Family Counseling) and Denver 

Seminary, Denver, CO (working on DMin in Marriage and Family Counseling). 

 

Her pastoral history started in Wisconsin from 1991- 2000, in Oklahoma from 2000-2006 until 
she retired in 2006. Responsibilities included Pastoral Care, Counseling, Confirmation, 
Spiritual Formation, Stephens Ministries, ALPHA.   She served at Pullman Heights UMC, Hot 
Springs in her last position.   
 
 

Meet Our New Youth Director 
 
Joseph Fischer will be replacing Brooke Crumpler as Youth Director for the 3 Methodist 
Churches in HSV.   He has led worship and organized events as well as acquiring experience 
in sound, lighting, and drama within the church setting.  He has also led numerous seminars 
and small groups and worked with youth in varying roles. Since 2002, he has been the 
Teaching Pastor at Cedar Creek Church.  

 
He is a  Substitute teacher, volunteer tutor, and instructor for youth music in the Discovery 
After-School Program at Jessieville Middle School and High School  and a Sponsor of the 
Jessieville Guitar Club (student organization).  
 
 
 

 
 
 

A big thank you from the staff  

for all the Christmas gifts and 

goodies; a very special thanks for 

the generous staff appreciation 

donations. 
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Christian Education 

 
 

During the Advent Series while the adults 

were learning upstairs, the children met 

downstairs to do Christmas crafts, singing 

and getting to know one another.  The 

teachers included Jan Laughlin, Helen 

Woods and Anna Riley.  As you can see by 

the pictures everyone had a great time. Do 

you like working with children?  Call  Jan 

Laughlin for ages 1
st
 ï 6

th
. 

 

Motherôs Club 
Well, it's been a very good 2009 for 
Mothers' Club.  The cold weather and a 
few colds have diminished our 
attendance some days, but all in all it's 
gone well.  Following is the schedule for 
the first 3 months of 2010.  We meet 
from 9:00 ï 11:00 am. If you are 
available to help out in the nursery on 
any of these days, please let Mary 
Neilson know.  We all certainly 
appreciate you. 
  

January 4 

January 11 

January 18 - No Mothers' Club MLK Day 

January 25 

February 1 

February 8 

February 15 

February 22 

March 1 

March 8 

March 15 

March 22 - No Mothers' Club Spring Break 

March 29 
 
Mary Neilson @ 
ROBANDMARY@SUDDENLINK.NET 
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