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 REACHING OUT, WITHIN WHO WE ARE 
 

In a matter of some hours, one day recently I had three encounters 
with members who desire and want our church to reach out and bring 
more people into a genuine relationship with our Lord and Savior 
through membership here at Village United Methodist Church.  As I 
was preparing for my Ash Wednesday service, I quoted the Discipline 
noting that we are all ministers.  Itôs not just up to the pastor to have a 
fire to bring people to Jesus Christ. The passion to reach out and bring 
others into the fold in upon all of us. 
 
So I, as always, sought some scriptural help as I pressed on with my 
article.  Itôs no magic formula.  Itôs where God, through my hands 
sends me, and I must try to see if the scriptures speak to my heart and 
soul for this current word to all of us.   I am using a modern day 
translation this month, The Message, by Eugene H. Paterson, the Bible 
in contemporary language. Here goes, I Peter 5b-7; ñBut all of you, 
leaders and followers alike, are to be down to earth with each other for 
God has had it with the proud, but takes delight in just plain people.  
So be content with who you are, and donôt put on airs.  Godôs strong 
hand is on you, heôll promote you at the right time.  Live carefree 
before God, he is most careful with you.ò 
 
Every church I have pastored always said they wanted to reach out.  
There was also in every church that underlying, undefined óI really want 
to kinda pick and choose who sits beside meô.  Yes, we do live in a 
gated community, but we are not and have never been a gated United 
Methodist Church. 
 
All over the denomination we still have that struggle with who we are 
and how we are portrayed being UMC.  That UMC is for Upper Middle 
Class, not United Methodist Church.  Thatôs a label that can and 
should be taken with a grain of salt, but it is still how some people see 
us. 
 
I Peter, in the ancient translation and this contemporary one, is saying 
to us that God wants us to be down to earth with each other and those 
we now bring into fellowship and membership.  This being down to 
earth does not alter how we teach, do missions, praise and worship.  
This down to earth is to be real for and with people.  This down to earth 
gives us a chance to offer them what we have and what we do in 
ministry here at Village United Methodist Church.   (cont. on pg. 2)  
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This down to earth is how we react when we 
see members and potential members 
outside our church setting.  This down to 
earth calls us back to I Peter, realizing that 
Godôs strong hand will help us promote that 
openness that people need and seek as we 
shall provide it. 

 
As we progress through Lent, may a spirit of 
reaching out be part of our journey.  May 
this yearsô Lenten season call us to a true 
commitment of who we are.  This same 
commitment, I pray, will help us adjust our 
lives to find at Easter and beyond a real 
sense for self and others so that our inward 
reach helps us to reach others for Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Reverend Dr. C. E. McAdoo, Senior Pastor 
 

Laity Convocation 

In February I attended the Laity Convocation 

for the Arkansas Conference.  It was based 

upon a key question, "What's right with 

United Methodist Christianity?"  This was 

one of the best workshops I have attended 

in our conference, and I'd like to share just a 

few of the gleanings I received.  It was great 

to receive more clarity about why I am a 

United Methodist, and I think this is a 

question we should ask of ourselves.  I knew 

there was more than just the fact that I have 

been raised in the Methodist faith since 

infancy.  We, as a community of faith, have 

so much to offer!!  

 
There was much discussion on our 
Wesleyan roots, and I'd like to recommend 
that you read a book from our library by 
Rueben P. Job called Three Simple Rules -- 
A Wesleyan Way of Living.  It is only about 
70 pages and can be found on the Spiritual 
Growth shelf of the UMW Reading Program. 
(It happens to be a book on the UMW list for 
this year.)  This little book was 
recommended at this workshop and used to 

answer some of our discussion questions.  
United Methodists are a people who follow 
three general rules:  
 Do no harm  
 Do good  
 Attend to the Ordinances of God 
                 (Stay in love with God)  
  *The Means of Grace  
  *The Method of Methodism  
 
Our Mission as United Methodists:  to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ, for the 
transformation of the world.    I knew our 
mission statement from the Discipline, but I 
have now garnered a new understanding 
especially of the transformation of the world.  
 
We make disciples as weéé..  
*  Proclaim the Gospel, seek, welcome 
and gather persons into the body of 
Christ  
*  Lead persons to commit their lives to 
God through baptism and profession of 
faith in Jesus Christ  
*  Nurture persons in Christian living 
through worship, the sacraments, 
spiritual disciplines, and other means of 
grace  
*  Send persons into the world to live 
lovingly and justly as servants of Christ 
by healing the sick, feeding the hungry, 
freeing the oppressed, and working to 
develop social structures that are 
consistent with the Gospel  
*  Continue the mission of seeking, 
welcoming, and gathering persons into 
the body of Christ  
 
I hope that this might encourage the laity of 
Village UMC to research and soul-search 
during the season of Lent to gain a better 
understanding of the teachings of our 
founder, John Wesley, and 'The Wesleyan 
Way of Living' as a follower of Christ.  
 
Shalom,  Audrey Powell, Lay Member to 
Annual Conference 
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Maundy Thursday Christian 
Seder 
 
Have you ever wondered how 
our Holy Communion tradition 

began?  We know that Jesus established 
the act of serving unleavened bread and 
wine to his Disciples in the Upper Room 
during the Jewish Passover Feast on his last 
night with them.  But, what is the 
Jewish/Christian connection?      
 
Here is an opportunity for us to experience a 
portion of that event during Holy Week as 
we participate in a representation of the 
Passover Seder (pronounced Sader) meal 
here on Thursday evening, April 1, at 5:15 
p.m. in Steel Hall.  This is not a full meal ï 
it is a representation of the food that is 
traditionally served at an authentic Jewish 
Passover meal along with a liturgical 
explanation.  Food, music, liturgy, and 
prayers will be the focus of this one-hour 
special evening.  We will conclude with Holy 
Communion as we continue our journey 
toward the celebration of Easter Sunday. 
 
There is NO COST for this event.  However, 
we want to have enough food for all who 
attend.  Therefore it is very important that 
you call the church office at 922-1030 to let 
us know how many from your family or 
group of friends will be attending.  This 
event is especially meaningful for children 
and youth; it is an educational, as well as a 
spiritual, experience. 
 

Education Committee 

 

The Education Committee will be serving a 

meal after each Lenten Service which will be 

held on Wednesdays at 5:15 starting 

February 24th through March 25th of this 

year.  The meals will be served immediately 

after the Lenten Services in Fellowship Hall.  

All are welcome to attend.  Donations will be 

accepted to cover the cost of the meals. 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY 
 

A four-week study of the Gospel of John will 
begin Wednesday, March 3rd and continue 
each Wednesday through March 24th.  
Classes will convene at 1:30 p.m. and 
adjourn at 3:00 p.m.  The sessions will be 
led by Reverend Wanda Murray, Bruce 
Peterson and Lou Ludwig.  The course will 
be presented on DVD featuring professional 
actors. The movie dialogue is taken 
verbatim from the Good News Bible.  There 
is no homework and no need to sign-up, just 
bring your Bible.  The sessions will consist 
of viewing the appropriate portion of the 
movie and then breaking into discussion 
groups.  This method of instruction has been 
popular with participants who attended the 
teaching of the Gospel of Matthew and Acts 
of the Apostles. 
 
Lou Ludwig, Director of Christian Education 

 

Endowment Fund Committee 

 
We will be giving communications to the 
congregation quarterly on our status, 
projects, informational workshops and ways 
and means to enhance our Endowment 
Fund.  The Endowment Fund Committee of 
the Village United Methodist Church was 
formed by charter on January 1, 1999.  Itôs 
purpose is to protect and guide the 
investment of all endowment funds at 
VUMC.  At December 31, 2009, these funds 
totaled $125,344.  The committee members 
will provide information to any of our church 
family who are interested in making 
donations or provide income to fund future 
needs of our church.  Please contact me 
directly or the church office if you have any 
questions about this or are seeking further 
information in making a donation to the 
Endowment Fund.   
 
Charles Hughes, Endowment  Committee 
Chairman 
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Fellowship Committee 

 

Invite your friends and neighbors to a 
Pregathering beginning in the church 
parlor for visitors and guests, 8:30 am 
on Sunday, March 14 in advance of the 
9:30 worship services.   Following a 
brief greeting and cup of coffee, various 
church members will provide a walk-
around overview of our church facilities 
with information on opportunities to 
participate with this active membership. 
 
We want them to know how to 
maneuver the front door when struggling 
with two kids and a broken foot, where 
we keep the large print hymnals or how 
to check out a book from the church 
library,  where the elevator is located, 
when Sunday School starts, what day to 
participate in Childrenôs Chapel, how to 
connect with the Red Cross Blood Drive, 
what is this fire house gang, how to sign 
up for choir, where to leave your articles 
for the Chimes, where to find a copy of 
the Upper Room, what day to Bring 
Your Strings. Bette and Sharon hope to 
hear questions and provide answers to 
many topics as we walk around and 
take a look at nooks and crannies of our 
lovely church home.  Our ministers, 
staff, and church members look forward 
to meeting visitors and guests-- helping 
them find a niche at Village United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Reservations are not necessary but 
calling the office to indicate your 
intention to participate is appreciated; 
contact Diane or Carolyn on 922-1030, 
leave your name and we will watch for 
you at 8:30 on Sunday March 14. 
 
New Beginnings, Catch the Spirit ï 
Friendliness, Friendship 
George Carbine, Facilitator 
Don Dunnington, Team Scribe 

Team Members: Carl Adams, Bill & Ruth 
Anderson, Peter Hassialis, Jean Brodhead, 
Betty Cowger, Steve Matthews, Ruth McCue, 
many thanks. 
 
To the congregation of VUMC please consider 
not sitting in the same place all the time.  Move 
about to get to know more members. 
 
New visitors are not easy to notice.  When itôs 
not someone you know, smile, walk up to them, 
shake their hands and introduce yourself. 
 
Greeters and Curbside Angels: If visitors are not 
known to you, see that they are directed to the 
Greeterôs Table so they can sign in. 
 
Youôre in your regular seat, notice others sitting 
alone: Greet and make them feel welcome. 
 
Rev. McAdoo, when convenient, will invite new 
members to stand with the ministers as 
members exit the Sanctuary, for two or more 
weeks after the Sunday Service. 
 
The Church members can become aware of 
who new members are by viewing the framed 
pictures in the hallway going towards the offices. 
 
Groups who have interests in crafts and 
hobbies, etc. are forming.   One such group 
meets and creates greeting cards.  Call Betty 
Egan or Ruth McCue. 
 
To generate more enthusiasm and fellowship 
create opportunities: card games, day trips 
(Clinton Library, Mount Magazine, Heiferôs new 
building in LR, Petit Jean Mountain, etc.) 
 
Smile at me (you are my first impression); speak 
to me before and after the service; tell me about 
the good things about the Church as a new 
member; invite me to become part of some 
Church group; wear your name tag so I can read 
it to help me remember your name. 
 
Be a prayerful Church.  
 



5 

 

Missions Committee 

 
EASTER AND LENTEN OFFERING 
    
 Your Lenten offering envelope is enclosed 
in this Chimes.  The funds collected through 
this offering will be dedicated to the support 
of our missionaries in Honduras, Ana and 
John Lamon, local organizations which 
assist people in need, and our Family 
Holiday Gift Baskets.  We appreciate your 
contribution and your continued support. 
 
 
Volunteers for Jackson House Thrift 
Shop 
  
The fourth Tuesday of each month is the 
day that Village UMC has committed to 
working as volunteers at the Jackson 
House Thrift Shop.  We work for three hour 
shifts:  10 - 1 and 1 - 4.  Men and women 
are needed on that one day a month!!  
Please consider giving a couple of hours 
once a month to help out.   
  
The following have volunteered in the past 
few months, and we are so appreciative of 
their service:  Sue Holmes, Doris Hughes, 
Dee Bledsoe, Glynda Cervenka, Audrey 
Powell, Nancy Spradlin, Nancy Wood, 
Ingrid Fitschen, Barbara Dunbar, Betty 
Cowger, Jan Laughlin, Helen Williams ( I 
apologize if I missed anyone.)  As you can 
see, we could certainly use "A Few Good 
Men"!!  Please contact Audrey Powell, 915-
0472, or the church office if you feel that 
God is calling you for this ministry of 
volunteering three hours a month. 
 
 

Worship Vision Team 

 
The Vision Team has made several 
recommendations for changes it felt would 
enhance the worship experience at Village 
United Methodist Church.  A number of 
these recommendations have been 

activated. Altar calls have been increased 
from twice a year to quarterly and other 
new activities are being included from time 
to time.  All of these changes seem to have 
been well received. 
 
The Vision Team's most extensive 
recommendation was the addition of a 
alternative worship service, with the goal of 
attracting younger worshipers.  This has 
been delayed due to the lack of a core 
group of younger worshipers needed to 
spearhead it.  Several parts of alternative 
services have been moving forward, 
however, including the formation of a band, 
the brainchild of Music Director Randy 
Lusk, which made its debut Feb. 7. 
 
Other ideas for worship are still being 
sought by the team.  Please contact Bob 
Mussman, 915-8447 with your suggestions. 
 
 
 
  

 

Did you knowé..?   
 

The date for Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) this year is 

July 19th ï 23rd from  
9:00 am ï 12:00 pm. 
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United Methodist Women 

 

The general  meeting will be on Monday, 
March the 8th at 10:30 am. We will be 
having a brunch hosted by the Joy and 
Naomi circles. 
 
The Circle Moments for this general 
meeting will be done by Charity, Hope and 
Joy.  At this time the circles will tell us some 
project that their circles are involved in. 
  
Our speaker for March is Mary Neilson, 
who is a member of our congregation. Mary 
is the Sister City Program coordinator for 
the City of Hot Springs. She assumed this 
position in September of 2008. She will be 
telling us about Japanese culture, and we 
will learn of the women and children of 
Japan.  Also, Mary will be giving us 
information about the Mothers Club that 
meets at the church every Monday.  
Helping this program is one of the UMW 
mission  projects.  
  
This is going to be a very exciting 
program, and  we are inviting all the women 
of the church to attend. You do not have to 
be in a circle to come to the general 
meetings.  Please come and join us for the 
fellowship that we share. Remember Psalm 
9:2, ñI will praise You, Lord, with all my 
heart; I will declare all your wondrous 
deeds.ò  
  
REACHING OUT  
 
Naomi Circle at VUMC recently completed 
an innovative mission project at Hot Springs 
High School.  Students at this school are 
challenged with multiple poverty issues 
which have significant impact on their 
learning.  Hunger is one of their daily 
issues.  Over 73% of students participate in 
the free lunch program.  For many of the 
students, this is the only meal of the day.  
Naomi Circle provided free meal coupons 
from McDonald's and Sonic to a number of 

students who have no resources for food on 
the weekend.  These students were 
identified privately by caring teachers who 
distributed the coupons.  This mission 
project gave the women of Naomi Circle yet 
another opportunity to support youth in their 
community. A caring group of ladies 
reaching out. 
 
REBEKAH CIRCLE will meet on March 10, 
7 PM at the home of Sharon Fickes, 1 Leon 
Lane.  Our evening will start with Betty 
Egan presenting the VUMC UMW reading 
program for the year.  Molly will lead us in a 
pledge service, and Charlotte will help us in 
our continued study of Chapter #6 of Bill 
Hybelôs book.   
 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL  Please mark your 
calendars for Friday, July 16th, 2010.  This 
is the day of the Ice Cream Social!  You will 
be hearing more about this in the next few 
months, and I'll be enlisting the help of all 
UMW members in selling tickets, working at 
the Social and doing various things in 
preparation for this annual event.  Many 
people have already volunteered their help, 
and I thank them profusely!  Stay tuned for 
more information...... 
 
Terry Mussman, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Did you knowé..?   
 
You can sign up to help provide 
food for the Seder meal.  A sign 
up sheet will be available in the 
Narthex. 
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In memory of: 

 

Clara Ball 

Bob Calamaio 

Helen DeNato 

Don Dunsing  

Madelyn Hermes 

Allen Parker 

Jeanette Wilson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

on  KVRE 92.9 FM 
on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Mar  7  Charles & Mary Dawson 

            In memory of Stan Jones     

Mar 14 _____________________ 

 

Mar 21 _____________________ 

 

Mar 28 _____________________ 

 

Apr 4    _____________________ 

 

Apr 11 _____________________ 

 

Apr  18 _____________________ 

 

Apr  25 _____________________ 

 
 

We have only one signed up for the 
Radio Ministry for the months of March 

& April.  Help us reach the homebound, the 
lost, those who are sick.  This can be done 
in memory of, celebration of, as a gift for 

someone special in your life. 
 

Please support this ministry. 
 

Health Care Centers 
 
Arbor Oaks ï  
Ewald Kasper 
Deanna Taylor 
 
Crowntrace Villa -  Allene Wells 
 
Fountain Lake Health Rehab 
Jo Ludwig 
 
Garland Nursing & Rehab Ctr. 
Betty Ruby 
 
Good Samaritan Health Care 
Center  
Betty Anderson 
Harriet Bishop 
Bernice Ferguson 
Jim Grinnell 
Kandi Johnson 
Dorothy Kibler 
Fred Leeson 
Jack Underwood 

 
Good Samaritan Greenwood Manor 
Amanda Gilliland 
Bill Suderman 
 
Montgomery County Nursing Home  
Sara Eskew 
 
Quapaw Care and Rehab Center 
Homer Isenhower 
 
 
West Shores  Retirement 
Community 
Ruth Clark 
Pat Coffey 
Ileta Grinnell 
Alberta Bennison (Meier) 
Virginia Markel 
Harriet Van Ornum 
 
 
 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=6845
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Ruth Dunsing in the loss of her husband,  
Don. 
 
Family and friends of Pat Green.   
 
Family and friends of Madelyn Hermes.   
 
Randy & Joyce Lusk in the loss of her 
sister,  Jeanette Wilson. 
 
Harold & Carolyn Randol in the loss of 
her mother,  Naomi Trively. 
 

 

 
 

 

MAR N ï Narthex         A - Altar 

7th 
  

N ï  Jim Fox & Boys 
In memory of Linda Fox 
A ï Don & Darlene Spradling  
In celebration of their 49th Wedding 
Anniversary 
 

14th  
 
  

N - _______________________ 
 
A -  Chuck & Rhae Owen 
In celebration of their 63rd  
Wedding Anniversary 
 

21st 
 
  

N - _______________________ 
 
A -  George and Shirley Carbine 
In celebration of their 63rd 
Wedding Anniversary 
 

28th  
  

N - _______________________ 
 
A ï Bill and Nancy Long 
In celebration of their Wedding 
Anniversary 

April  N ï Narthex         A - Altar 

4th  N - _______________________ 
 
A ï William & Ruth Anderson 
Celebratoing 46th Wedding 
Anniversary 
 

11th 
 

N - _______________________ 
 
A - _______________________ 
 

18st 
 

N - _______________________ 
 
A - _______________________ 
 

25h 
 

N - _______________________ 
 
A - _______________________ 
 

Call the Office at 922-1030 to reserve a date. 

 

To participate in sponsoring Sunday 
morning ALTAR FLOWERS, sign the 
flower calendar chart in the church office.  
Make your check for $40.00 payable to 
Village UM Church.  Narthex flowers and 
roses on the altar need to be ordered and 
paid for separately by the individual 
providing them.  Ordering from a florist 
other than Hot Springs Village Florist & 
Gifts will necessitate special arrangements 
through the office.  THE BRASS VASES 
AND GREEN METAL INSERTS MUST 
NEVER LEAVE THE CHURCH.  Any 
remaining flowers are donated to Good 
Sam and taken on Tuesday morning by 
Carl Adams. 

 

Thank you for glorifying our Lord through 
your gift of beautiful living and fragrant 
flowers. 

 

Please note that this list includes only those 
requests made before the Chimes deadline. 

Altar Guild Chairperson, Lynne Harkleroad 
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      March Birthdays             

 
01  Jo Morrison 
02 Ray Falnes 
02 Robert Lewis Neilson 
03 Jerry Parker  
03 Marilyn Willms 
04 Carl Foreman 
04 Alma Howard 
04  Cindy Parker 
05 Tish Fisher 
05 Wilma Flud 
05 Judy Kaiser 
05 Rhae Owen 
05 John Willms 
06 Louise Benson 
07 Josie Gray 
07 Isabel Newman 
08 Paul Duckham 
08 Jane Fulmer 
00 Chet Bembenick 
09 Hermann Fitschen 
09 Charles Hughes 
10 Alice Middlekauff 
12 Carolyn Lefler 
12 Joe Spradlin 
17 Vicki Jennings 
19 Pat Coffey 
19 Gloria Maltby 
20 Sandi Matthews 
21 Megan Berks 
21 Lisa Duckham 
21 Nancy Wood 
23 Anne Petitto 
23 Molly Wilson 
26 Homer Isenhower 
27 Marion DuBose 
28 Don Venable 
29 Clayton Guthrie 
29 Bettie Seifreit 
30 Bill Nutter   
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

 
PREACHING SCHEDULE: 

 

Sunday Services  
March  7th  -    Rev. C.E. McAdoo  
 
March  14th  -  Rev. Wanda Murray  
                          (One Great Hour of Sharing ) 
March  21st -   Rev. C.E. McAdoo 
 
March  28th -    Rev. Tom Jarrell (Palm Sunday)  
 
Lenten Services ï Wednesdays 
March 3rd ï Dick Mayer 
March 10th  - Therral Wilson 
March 17th - George Tanner 
March 24th - Rev. C.E. McAdoo  
 
  

ADDRESS CHANGES: 
 
Sally Davidson 
121 Cortez Road, Apt. 131  
Hot Springs Vlg, AR 71909 
 
Don Davis 
Trinity Center at Luther Park 
1555 Hull Ave., Ward C Room 133 
Des Moines, IA 50316 
 
Virginia Markell 
West Shores 
2607 Albert Pike, #219 
Hot Springs, AR 71913 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you knowé..?   
The Administrative Board is holding their meetings this year ï 
bimonthly, on the odd numbered months.  The next meeting 
will be in March.  The Administrative Board will review the 
approval of the Worship/Music Committee recommendation to 
have one worship service during the months of June, July, and 
August. 
 

Do we have your recent 
address change?  Just 
call the church office and 
let them know of any 
changes, 922-1030 
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LETTERS 
 
I am retiring as an usher after serving in this 
position at the church for 28 years.  January 2010 
was my last month to usher. 
 
It was a very difficult decision to make.  But due to 
peripheral Neuropathy in both feet and pain and 
difficulty walking, I decided it was time to retire.   
 
My wife Mabel and I moved to the Village on 
August 23, 1980, 29 1/2 years ago, from 
Birmingham, AL.  We immediately transferred our 
membership from St. Marks United Methodist 
Church. 
 
I became an usher shortly after moving here.  I 
became one of the team head ushers 
approximately 3 years after. I was asked to be 
Head Usher or Chairman of the Ushers in 1986.  I 
served as Chairman for 15 years and resigned as 
Chairman effective January 2002.  However, I 
continued ushering as Head Usher for one of the 
teams. 
 
I consider being an usher for the past 28 years, at 
our church, an honor and a privilege.  I am grateful 
for having this opportunity and privilege to serve. 
 
The Village United Methodist Church has been a 
very important part of my life since I moved here.  
The pastors, the members, the church activities, 
and having a place to work and worship and to 
serve the Lord have been a very important part of 
my life. 
 
I am thankful that I have had an opportunity of 
being a member and a minute part of this church.   
I plan to continue to smile, to speak, to shake 
hands and to greet and welcome people to our 
Sunday church services.  Thank you. 
 
In Christian fellowship and love, 
Carl Adams 

I want to express our appreciation to those in 
the church who thought of, sent cards, and 
prayed for Bob during his long struggle with 
cancer.  We often  talked of how many prayer 
lists we were on.  Bob touched many lives 
and especially mine. 
 
Thank you, 
Nita Calamaio and family 

** 
 
Dear VUMC Friends, 
Thank you for your prayers, phone calls, 
cards, visits and concerns during my recent 
illness.  It certainly helps during the long days 
of recovery.  A special thank you to C.E. for 
the phone visits and the prayers, which gave 
me a lift when I really needed it. 
 
Gerald Dunaway 

** 
 
Thank you so much for your cards, calls, 
prayers and personal expressions of concern 
over my recent hospital stay.  God was and is 
listening to your prayers. 
  
Harold Randol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Did you knowéééé? 
 

¶ Basic computer training is 
being offered in March and 
April. 

 

¶ Be sure to complete the 
registration form in your 
February Chimes or pick up 
one at the Visitor Registration 
Desk. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
BLOOD DRIVE 
Celebrate Spring!  Donate blood at the next American Red Cross Blood Drive, Tuesday March 9.  
Come to Steel Hall between 8 AM & 2 PM.  TO MINIMIZE WAITING TIME, APPOINTMENTS CAN 
NOW BE MADE by contacting John Bodensteiner at 915-0339.  A big thank you goes to all who 
donated in January, making it one of our most productive drives.  Because we exceeded our 
donation goal, we expect to have additional and efficient American Red Cross staff conducting this 
next drive.  Come see us March 9!  For questions, call Jo Elliott at 915-9358 or Dorothy Bard at 
922-4494.  
 
 

Shepherd Group 
 Shepherd Group #6 will be meeting at Ramona's for dinner on Thursday, March 18th at 6PM.  All 
members of this Shepherd group are invited.  Mark your calendars and plan to join us at this 
dinner.  Shepherd Group #6 
 

 
 

 
Coming up 

on May 5
th
 & 6

th
 é 

 
A wonderful 2 day retreat is being planned for the 
VUMC women.  
 
The committee members: Rosetta DuBose, Lynne 
Harkleroad, Barbara Horgan, Mary Kasten, Jan 
Laughlin, Sharon Medica,  Terry Mussman,  Anna 
Riley, Nancy Spradlin, Betty Weetman,  Susan 
Wortham  and Pastor Wanda Murray are working on 
all the aspects: music, worship, teaching and  fun 
activities.  If you have any questions just ask any of 
the committee members. 
 

 
We have limited space so please pick up 
your registration form in the Office.   

 
 
 
    

 

« 
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NEEDS 
If you miss your grandchildren and would like to have some quality time with children, we have just 
the place for you.  We need volunteers to assist in the nursery for Mothers' Club on Monday 
mornings from 9:30-11:00.  There is a paid nursery worker on these mornings, however we still 
need an assistant each week.  There are usually between 1 and 6 children who come on a regular 
basis, and their ages vary from toddlers through preschoolers.   
 
 
 

Mid-Week Bible Study  starting March 3rd ï see page 3 for details. 

 

Maundy Thursday - We will participate in a representation of the Passover Seder (pronounced 

Sader) meal here on Thursday evening, April 1, at 5:15 p.m. in Steel Hall.  See page 3 for 
details. 
 
 

 
 
 

  

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY at VUMC -  

We had 45 guests to celebrate this event 

at VUMC. 

 

Leonard Peterson was presented an 

award  and VUMC was given this 

beautiful handmade quilt from the 

scouts. 

 

For a complete review see the Bulletin 

Board which has the Village Voice 

article displayed.   

Thank you Marilyn Lihs for the great 

publicity! 
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Clergy Vestments 
By Pastor Wanda Murray 

A number of folk have expressed interest in my clerical vestments; with this in mind I felt it might 
be important to give some background regarding their origins. 

The creator of this fine white wool and gabardine woven robe for women in ministry is Janet 
Pearson Roth.  She is the wife of my Old Testament Professor, Dr. Wolfgang M.W. Roth at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary located on the campus of Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Illinois. 

The Roths are from Germany and they make many trips back and forth to Germany and Europe.  
During their many visits to various cathedrals and cemeteries, Janet took rubbings from artifacts with 
crosses and like designs.  From these rubbings she returned home and transformed them into beautiful 
art form with imported silk fabric and threads.  She calls her creations "Signa Vestments". 

Janet explains that ñwhile much of my creations are of interest to all clergypersons, the larger-
direction addresses the needs of women in that role.  Because women are met with a vacuum 
regarding liturgical vestments appropriate to their use, my work provides alternatives.ò 

"The Scapular is a long over-garment, which served in medieval times as an apron worn by 
lowly lay brothers and sisters while they cooked and cleaned.  In reclaiming this form out from under 
the Church's tradition, there appears a possible link.  Between an ambiguous past and a present 
potential, such a sign or óSigna' can become a fulfillment for women in ministry of an existential need." 

"And finally, for every person who wears them, vestments are significant objects.  Carriers of 
value, they function rather like jewels, reflecting a tradition, a promise, a commitment, something surely 
given, to us.  This then becomes the reason why they must be beautiful.  Reflecting the church's on-
going tradition of service, the Scapular may be worn by both women and men, by those who are 
ordained as well as by those who are not.  The Scapular, worn a half inch or so shorter than the robe, 
is comfortable, visible and does not slide around.  It opens on each side of the neck and is lined with 
silk." 

The Scapular is made in the colors of the seasons of the church calendar, green (for the 
ordinary time of the year); white (for Christmas Day, Easter Day, World Communion, weddings and 
funerals); red (for Pentecost); and purple or blue (Advent and Lent).  The artistic crosses are 
embroidered on the Scapular and are named according to the type of cross it exhibits. 

The Pilgrim Cross (12
th

 century Armenian)  Upon arrival in the city of Jerusalem, Armenian 
pilgrims hired artists to cut these 8-pointed crosses in walls of churches -- acts of devotion which still 
may be seen today.  This cross is remarkable for its winsome form and its grace. Traditionally, the shell 
shape is a symbol of Mary, the carriers or vehicle for divinity. 

The Cross and Tree  It is an intricately embroidered motif close-worked both in color and value, 
has the feel of designs made by the early Pennsylvania Dutch.  With its theme of a cross in the midst of 
the tree of life, it is suited well to all four of the Church's liturgical seasons. 

Old English Cross (14th century)  This cross, carved by an unknown hand is copied from a 
brass processional standard in Grainthorpe, Lincs, England.  It is 8 inches square and is entirely 
embroidered with Japanese flat silk, outlined in gold and inlaid with gold kidskin with the Scapular lined 
in gold silk. 

St. Ann's Cross with Rosettes (Jerusalem circa 14
th

 century)  This design was copied from 
the carved doors of the Crusader Church of St. Ann's in the Old City in Jerusalem.  Made of polyester 
satin threads in 3 shades of eggshell, laid gold work on every edge, seed pearls down center of cross 
with center rosettes made of wool or silk and silk lined. 

Janet Pearson Roth is a practicing artist exhibiting her sculpture in Chicago area galleries since 
1976.  Her attention has increasingly turned to the making of art for use in the church.  Influenced by 
time spent living near Jerusalem and by the present women's movement, she continues to experiment 
with form, fibre and technique appropriate for vestments in the contemporary church. 
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