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GODôS ABUNDANT BLESSING 
Pre-Thanksgiving holiday blessings to you and your family. A day 
has been designated as Thanksgiving Day. For Christians, everyday 
is a day of Thanksgiving to God. Food, early Christmas shopping, 
trips and family fellowship are all side bars of what God, through 
Jesus Christ, does for us each day. 
 

Last month Reverend Carter put his December 31st, 2009 re-
retirement in the later paragraphs of a letter and some people had 
stopped reading and missed it. I want to say it first and say it plainly 
that God knows we are good receivers and expects us to be good 
givers. There are three things I must lift up: Number one; we sent out 
402 estimate of giving cards. Based on $125.00 a month or $31.25 a 
week per giving unit, our budget would be set in place by each unit 
giving that base amount. This is not a phantom number, this is the 
exact number of units who currently give to Village United Methodist 
Church. If you are not giving at the base level and are unable to 
because of all kinds of situations, God understands and we do also. 
We are not asking families to give what they do not have to give. I 
repeat, we are not asking families to give what they do not have to 
give. We the church, Village United Methodist Church, or any of 
Godôs churches, are asking those who can give the base plus more, 
and yes much more, to be as consistent in our giving, as God has 
blessed us, as we are in giving to other things. 
 

Secondly, the Endowment Fund, the trust fund, all that money thatôs 
sitting in the bank; some of those funds, yes, have been designated 
for direct usage and we adhere to that. Other funds were given to 
the church undesignated. This was not and is not any one current 
memberôs money; it was money given by a blessed member to be 
used whenever and wherever the church sees fit. What shall we 
have when it runs out, or what would we have done if we did not 
have it? Only God knows. I do know if some feel óI will not give as 
long as we have all that money in the bank,ô it is so sad, not personal 
sad but a Christian sad, that Christian is waiting to use funds that 
God blessed someone else with before they give as God has 
blessed them. 
 

Lastly, in the corporate world, stock options for those, who are a part 
of the corporation, are viewed as being one able to invest in what 
one believes in.                            (continued on page 2)                                                         
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(continued from page 1) For me and my family, we believe first in God and Godôs providence; 
in all the churches we have served, we also feel we are part of not a corporation but a 
congregation. In that feeling of being a part, we have invested not just our lives, in time and 
talents, we invest our funds by giving as God has blessed us. Itôs no secret, but we are in the 
top 10% of givers in the church. This is neither to brag nor headline, but it is my way of saying 
to you just as this super long message will say, God is first in our lives. 
 
WHO'S ON FIRST?   2nd Corinthians 9:10 ñHe who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food will supply and multiply your resources and increase the harvest of your righteousness.ò 

 

Many of us have other non-profit / charitable organizations we give to other than the church 
budget.  Comedians Abbott & Costello used this classic pun to demonstrate in a very comedic 
way where a person was.  The bottom line was never to be found in this routine because first 
became second, second became third, and on and on as it got more ridiculous and confusing. 
I think when we consider what we give to other non-profit / charitable organizations we get 
confused about who's on first. I don't believe that God orders our lives in such a way that we 
should place some other organization over God's church. I don't believe, as outstanding in the 
outreach that these other non-profit organizations do, that they deserve a higher place of 
financial giving than our church's budget.   Over and over again, we hear of great non-profit 
giving that thrills our hearts while we sit in our churches with some members who have done 
that and never considered giving to the church budget. The classic attitude for lack of a better 
word sounds somewhat like this: "They wouldn't know what to do with the money if I (we) gave 
it to the church budget." 
 

On top of that, many great contributors outside of our church budgets do not see that the 
church is doing anything that is changing the lives of the people,  where the gift they are giving 
outside the church budget has visible signs of changing someone's life.  Luke 6:38 
 

As a personal note, I receive requests for contributions from many, many non-profit charitable 
organizations almost daily.  Deuteronomy 6:10-12 ñAnd when the Lord your God brings you 
into the land which he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you, 
with great and goodly cities, which you did not build, and houses full of all good things, which 
you did not fill, and cisterns hewn out, which you did not hew, and vineyards and olive trees, 
which you did not plant, and when you eat and are full, then take heed lest you forget the Lord, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.ò      
 
All these non-profit organizations seek contributions from me and millions of other persons.  
Sometimes in receiving these requests, I send nothing and sometimes I send very little.  The 
biggest bulk of my non-profit dollar goes to the church's budget and as a side note, directly to 
the church's budget non-designated.     
 
Many of us want to have glue on our church budget dollars.   We don't mind giving it to the 
church, but we want it to go exactly where we want it to go.  We want it to be used exactly 
where we want it to be used.  Those non-profit dollars that we give to other non-profit 
charitable organizations are not always directed where we think they should go. The bottom 
line is: Where was God's heart when God looked at us?  We were first and foremost in the line 
of benefits. Should we not do the same for God?  One way to do this is to write our checks first 
to the church budget.   Haggai 2:8 ñThe silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of 
host.ò           C.E. 
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 Excerpt from Pastor Normanôs  Evangelism letter dated 10/07 
 

ééIn closing, I vividly remember, with great joy, putting the last 
PERIOD (.) to the last sentence of my last test on the last day of a long 
and arduous journey.  I was glad it was over! 

 
This yearôs ñTime of Renewalò is my PERIOD as your pastor.  

(That is, it is the final ñspecial eventò that I am responsible for, but I plan 
to be with you through December.) However, unlike my educational 
experience, Iôm not glad itôs over.  It has been a rich and rewarding five 
and a half years. (George and I started in May 2004.) But Iôll have to be 
truthful with you; I am looking forward to having a little more free time.  
Hopefully, Novellaôs health will improve, and mine will hold, and we will 

be able to do more visiting with family and friends, maybe even some adventurous traveling.  
But be that as it may, as they say, ñit has been a good ride,ò and I look to the future with the 
hope of the resurrection even in mind! 

Norman  
 

Fellowship 
 

Once again, the Fellowship Committee has put together a holiday 
dinner. The VUMC church-wide holiday dinner is scheduled: 
                               

                          December 6th  at 12 p.m.  
 
Mark this date on your calendar now. Please bring your hot dishes to 
church with you and the Fellowship Committee can keep them warm 
until lunch. This is a very popular event and we hope that everyone 
will attend. Please watch your bulletin for further information. 
 

 
Missions 

 
FOOD FOR JACKSON HOUSE DRIVE 
Continues through Nov. 15th. You may bring canned/packaged goods to the box near the 
church office at any time and Missions committee will get them to Jackson House. However, to 
be especially mindful of this need before the coming holiday season, a table for your food gifts 
will be in the narthex October 25-November 15.   The supply of canned corn, peas, and 
green beans and soups is low, as well as packages of gelatins or puddings.  Pop-top cans and 
dried/instant soups in pouches are especially helpful.  Cake and muffin mixes and canned 
meats of all kinds are always needed.  
 
As you think of your own loved ones, think also of the loved ones of Godôs family less fortunate 
than we. 
 
The Missions committee will again be arranging to take Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets 
to a few needy families within the area on behalf of our church. 
 
 

VUMC Holiday Dinner  

 

Rev. Norman Carter   



 4 

Mission Trip 2010 
 
The time is here to sign up to be a part of 
the UMCOR Mission Team for Sunday, 
May 23, 2010 ï Friday, May 28, 2010. To 
reserve your place a $20, non-refundable 
deposit, is due no later than November 1, 
2009. You will have the opportunity to see 
and participate in the work that is being 
done by the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief-Sager Brown Depot. Such 
activities as preparing sewing kits, school 
kits, health kits, cleaning buckets and 
making school kit bags are just a part of the 
work that you will be doing. Always there is 
an opportunity to serve in the community of 
Baldwin, Louisiana, and you will get to 
know Methodists from other areas of the 
country who have come to work at the 
same time. The cost is minimal: 
$100/person for lodging, $85/person for 
meals. These costs will not be expected 
until a partial payment is due in March 
2010. Ask an UMCOR Team alumnus, this 
is a rewarding, blessed and fun experience. 
We hope you will join us ï SIGN UP NOW! 
Visit the UMCOR-Sager Brown website 
www.sagerbrown.org. 
For more Mission trip information please 
contact Team Leader Glenn Wortham at 
922-0924 or theworthams@suddenlink.net.  
 

Shepherd Groups 
 

Greeting to all our Village UMC members.  
After a much needed rest, I want to let you 
know I have accepted the Shepherd 
Committee leadership for now and 2010.  
As an outreach of the various Dream Team 
Projects, I have been working with the 
Membership and Growth Team under the 
able leadership of Chris Swindle.  With their 
support, we have contacted all the Leaders 
from this year to ask that they help us in 
2010.  Many of our Leaders have continued 
the work of Shepherd Leader this year, and 
are willing to stay into next year.  I think this 
shows just how important many of our 

members feel about this vital part of our 
Church.   
 
As we look at our membership 
demographics and persons willing to help, 
we may make a few changes in our groups 
to help keep interest and service alive.  In 
January we will hold a workshop meeting 
for all Leaders and Helper/Callers to assist 
with ideas and support in this endeavor.   
 
So in advance, I say thank you to all who 
have and will serve in this most important 
position.   
Ginny Misch 
Shepherd Coordinator Chairman 
 

United Methodist Women 
 

Our day circle meetings will be on 
Monday, Nov. 9th at 10:00 A.M. 

Charity Circle will meet at Diana Reeves, 
22 Excelso Lane; Carol Hassialis will co-
host. 
 
Love Circle will meet in the Parlor of the 
church.  Helen Wood and Bly Border will be 
our hostesses.   
 
The Martha Circle will meet in the church 
activity room.  
 
1:00 p.m. 
Joy Circle will meet at the Riley Art Glass 
Studio, hosted by Anna Riley & Irene Smith.  
After our meeting we will see a glass 
blowing demonstration. 
 
Wed., Nov. 11th @ 7:00 p.m. 

Naomi Circle will meet at Barbara Dunbar's 
home.  

Rebekah Circle will at the home of Molly 
Wilson with Carolyn Randol preparing the 
study program for Chapter #3. 
 

http://www.sagerbrown.org./
mailto:theworthams@suddenlink.net
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FAIR TRADED PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 
NOVEMBER 8TH  
Dark Chocolate Bars Are Back. Come and 
Get Them for $3.50 a Bar.  
A New Non-organic Coffee Called "Bright 
Day" Is Available for $6.25 a Bag.  
The "Love Buzz" Coffee Is Reduced to 
$5.00. If You like Strong Coffee, You Will 
Love "Love Buzz".  
The Teas Are Reduced as Follows:  
Decaf Red "Rooibus" $4.00  
English Breakfast and Green Tea to $3.75.  
The New Tea Is Good Winter Warming 
Spiced Tea Called "Ceylon Chai" and Is 
from Sri Lanka. This Authentic Ceylon Chai 
Combines the Flavors of Ginger, 
Cardamom, and Black Pepper with the 
Sweetness of Cinnamon and the Rich Malty 
Flavor of Black Tea. Add Sweetener and 
Milk If Desired.  
Come to Steel Hall Between Services to 
See and Maybe to Taste. 
 

UMW Cookie and Candy Sale 

Homemade cookies and candy will be for 
sale from 8:30 AM to 12+ PM in Steel Hall 
on Sunday, December 13, 2009, just in 
time to help out with your Christmas treats 
for those who no longer bake. United 
Methodist Women are sponsoring this 
fundraiser that benefits missions. Naomi 
Circle and Rebekah are Co-Chairing this 
event; however UMW needs your help.  
 
Donations of homemade cookies and 
candies will be appreciated and can be 
dropped off at the church on Saturday, 
December 12, from 9 AM until Noon that 
day. Just drive up through the portico in 
front of the church and helpers will be there 
to collect your delicious contributions. 
Please bring all cookies and candy 
contributions in disposable containers ï 
paper plates are preferred. 

During the sale on Sunday you will be given 
a Styrofoam box in which to place your 

purchases. You may then proceed to 
choose which goodies you would like to 
have. Everything will be priced by the 
pound and will be weighed when you are 
ready to pay.  See you then. 
 

Worship 
 
The Friendliness, Fellowship, Involvement 
Team feels that it is important for our 
congregational members to wear their 
name tags.  There is always a line item in 
the church bulletin, but people are unaware 
of the importance of this issue when new 
people come into our church.  We want 
newcomers and visitors to feel at ease 
when they enter our church.  When people 
greet them, they will feel more relaxed to 
respond to a person with a name especially 
when they meet again after the service or 
social time. With everyone wearing a name 
tag including the visitor, the atmosphere for 
the visitor and even our own congregation 
will be more relaxed.  Some of us are not 
good with names so this will help all 
involved.    We are a friendly church, but 
this is an enhancement to the fact.  If you 
have lost your name tag, please ask the 
office to secure a new one for you. 
 

New Members 
  

Welcomeé.Willis and Karis Alderson have 
returned.  They are retired educators. Their 
children Roger & Liz live in Rogers,  
and Mike & Maria live in Conway, AR.  
They have 5 grandchildren.  
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Thank You Letters 
 
 
A special Thank You to the church staff, 
especially Pastor McAdoo, George Tanner, 
Diane Reynolds, Bruce Peterson and 
church member Betty Hamann for all your 
assistance regarding the Memorial Service 
for our mother, Agnes Bouwman Schrader. 
   
Family members of Agnes Schrader. 
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Linda Fox 

Crystal Howard 
Kay Kluth 

Erma Flamini 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Crowder in the loss of 
her grandfather,  Bruce Smith.   
 
Family & friends of Frank Banning. 
 

 
 
 
 
on  KVRE 92.9 FM  
on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Nov . 1 Charles & Mary Dawson 

            In honor of Norman & Novella Carter  

Nov . 8 ____________________  

 

Nov. 15 Ann & Mack Harris  

             In celebration of their 55th Wedding 

             Anniversary 

Nov. 22 Ed & Mary Lee Butler 

   In honor of our 50th Wedding 

             Anniversary. 

Nov. 29 Wilma Mabee 

              In memory of my husband, Dan. 

Dec.  6 Opal Penton 

             In loving memory of loved ones in 

             heaven 

Dec. 13 Katheline Black 

   In loving memory of my husband, 

             Charles. 

Dec  20 ____________________  

 

Dec. 27 ____________________ 

 

Health Care Centers 
 
Arbor Oaks - Ewald Kasper 
 
Crowntrace Villa -  Allene Wells 
 
Fountain Lake Health Rehab 
Jo Ludwig 
 
Garland Nursing & Rehab Ctr. 
Betty Ruby 
 
Good Samaritan Health Care 
Center  
Harriet Bishop 
Bernice Ferguson 
Jim Grinnell 
Kandi Johnson 
Dorothy Kibler 
Fred Leeson 
Jack Underwood 
Barbara Wenger 

 
Good Samaritan Greenwood 
Manor 
Amanda Gilliland 
Bill Suderman 
 
Montgomery County Nursing 
Home  
Sara Eskew 
 
Quapaw Care and Rehab 
Center 
Homer Isenhower 
 
The Pines Nursing and Rehab 
Patricia Green 
 
West Shores  Retirement 
Community 
Ruth Clark 
Pat Coffey 
Ileta Grinnell 
Alberta Bennison (Meier) 
Harriet Van Ornum 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=6845
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Nov.     N - Narthex             A - Altar 

1st  N - _______________________ 
 
A - Dave & Jane Fulton 
In memory of our daughter Sarah 
Radak. 

8th N - _________________ 
 
A - Al & Peggy Pratz 
In honor of church family 

15th  N - Ann Hopkins 
In memory of Roy for their 63rd 
Wedding Anniversary 
A - _________________ 
 

22nd  N - __________________ 
 
A - Bruce & Betty Weetman 
In memory of Bruceôs parents & 
Bettyôs sister. 

29th  N - _______________________ 
 
A - Harvey & Charlotte Mannes 
In celebration of 44th 
Anniversary.  

 
 Dec.     N - Narthex             A ï Altar 

6th  N ï Jim & Ann Livingston 
In honor of 15th Wedding 
Anniversary 
A ï Elsie Fisher 
In loving memory of Dick Fisher 

13th  
 

N - _________________ 
 
A - Poinsettias by congregation 

20th   N - _________________ 
 
A - Poinsettias by congregation  

27th  N - __________________ 
A - __________________ 
 

 

Call the Office to reserve a date 922-1030. 

 
 
Nov 3  Lorraine Bembenick 
Nov 04 Joan Rambatt 
Nov 06 Ed Butler 
Nov 06 Joanne Dyke 
Nov 10 Peggy Pratz 
Nov 10 Irene Smith 
Nov 11 Tootie Jensen 
Nov 18 Jennie Dunaway 
Nov 19 Marian McLaurin 
Nov 20 Carl Adams 
Nov 21 Chuck Owen 
Nov 22 Lavon Carroll  
Nov 22 Martha Vaughn 
Nov 23 Bill Veal 
Nov 24 Naomi Creasey 
Nov 24  Sally Davidson 
Nov 27 Gerald Dunaway 
Nov 27 Homer Sheppard       
 
 

To participate in sponsoring Sunday morning altar 
flowers, sign the flower calendar chart in the church 
office.  Make your check for $40.00 payable to Village 
UM Church.  Narthex flowers and roses on the altar 
need to be ordered and paid for separately by the 
individual providing them.  Ordering from a florist other 
than Hot Springs Village Florist & Gifts will necessitate 
special arrangements of delivery.  THE BRASS 
VASES AND GREEN METAL INSERTS MUST 
NEVER LEAVE THE CHURCH.  Any remaining 
flowers are donated to Good Sam and taken on 
Tuesday morning by Carl Adams. 

 

Thank you for glorifying our Lord through your gift of 
beautiful living and fragrant flowers. 

 

Please note that this list includes only those requests 
made before the Chimes deadline. 

Altar Guild Chairperson, Lynne Harkleroad 
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PREACHING SCHEDULE: 
 
Nov. 1st  -  C. E. McAdoo 
  (All Saints Sunday) 
 
Nov . 8th -  Norman Carter  
 (Stewardship Focus) 
 
Nov. 15th- C.E. McAdoo 
 
Nov. 22 - Norman Carter 
 (Thanksgiving Sunday) 
 
Nov. 29 - C.E. McAdoo 
(Advent) 
 
 

ADDRESS CHANGES: 
 

Jim Hall 
510 N. Brookside Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
 
Jack and Dorothy Harness 
121 Cortez Road, Apt. 327 
Hot Springs Vlg, AR 71909 
 
Mabel Serpa 
5501 Duncan  
Fort Smith, AR 72903 
 
Doris Van Skiver 
9956 W. Westview Drive 
Boise, ID 83704 
 
 
Do we have your recent 
address change?  Just call the 
church office and let them know 
of any changes, 922-1030. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEEDS: 

 
Greeters 
Weôre looking for a few good 
Greeters! Please share your 
smile, your handshake and a 
little time. To volunteer 
contact Susan Wortham  at  
922-0924 or 
theworthams@suddenlink.n
et  to volunteer. 

 

The United Methodist 
Thrift Shop in Hot Springs 
helps many people who are 
struggling to survive.   Your 
donations make a real 
difference when you help 
feed and clothe the needy.  
A special thanks for the 
clothes, shoes, jewelry and 
housewares you have sent. 
We can use any costume 
jewelry as well as womenôs 
dresses, underwear, shoes, 
PJôs, jeans, slacks, coats, 
hats, and blouses. Menôs 
underwear, hats, shoes, 
socks, coats, jeans, shirts, 
sweaters and pants. Any 
dishes, silverware, tools and 
decorations are quickly sold. 
Also, live and silk house 
plants are given a good 
homes. Our store isnôt large 
enough to take large 
furniture.  All the money 
stays in the area and we are 
all volunteers.  
 
Call Peggy Callihan  for 
information    
@ 922-2723. 
 
 

 
E-Mail & Website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donôt delay; do it today; 
send your email right 

away! 
 

Want to receive church 
notices by email?  Send 

your email to 
vumc@villageumc.org 

 

 

 

 
Our Church calendar is 
now on our Web Site 
Address: 
www.villageumc.org 
 
Just go to this location and 
find out the latest 
meetings& events 
schedule.  Bruce Peterson 
updates the calendar.  If 
you need to schedule a 
meeting at the church 
please call him so you can 
get on the calendar. 
 

For Your Information 

mailto:theworthams@suddenlink.net
mailto:theworthams@suddenlink.net
mailto:vumc@villageumc.org
http://www.villageumc.org/
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